Kaiser, Sven-Erik

From: Kaiser, Sven-Erik

Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:06 AM

To: Behnam, Rostin (Agriculture); Glueck, James (Agriculture)
Subject: Senate Ag Briefing on Worker Protection Standards
Attachments: WPS Biriefing for the Hill - senate side 9 19 2013 no notes.pptx

Russ and James — powerpoint for the 10am briefing attached, we’ll bring copies. See you shortly Thanks,
Sven

Sven-Erik Kaiser

U.S. EPA

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (1305A)

Washington, DC 20460

202-566-2753
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Briefing Outline

e Background
e Current Rule Overview
* Proposed Changes

e Costs & Benefits
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Relationship Between Pesticide
Labeling & WPS

e The labeling has product-specific requirements to protect
workers and handlers

e WPS has instructions on how to implement the
requirements

e WPS also has general protections too lengthy to place on
every label, e.g., requirements for pesticide safety training,
hazard communication materials, decontamination, and
emergency assistance

Pesticide Labeling VVPS
e Length of the restricted e How to notify workers about
entry interval (REI) the REI (field posting)

e What PPE must be worn e Providing, maintaining, and
ensuring proper fit of PPE
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Occupational Exposure

e Farmworkers and handlers face high risk of exposure to
pesticides through their occupations

o Hand-labor tasks in pesticide-treated crops, such as
harvesting, thinning, pruning

> Handling (mixing, loading, and applying) pesticides
> Pesticide drift from neighboring fields

e Studies show that farmworker families may have higher
_nm<m.__M of pesticide exposure than non-farmworker
amilies

> Take-home transfer of pesticide residues
° Proximity of housing to treated areas
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WPS — Current Provisions

e Pesticide safety training and safety vomﬂm_,m P

¢ Notification to workers of treated areas KEEP OUT
NO ENTRE

e Access to labeling and application specific information
(hazard communication) :

e Personal protective equipment (PPE)
e Decontamination supplies

e Emergency assistance
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Existing Problems for Workers

e Over 1,200 reported cases of occupational
incidents involving pesticides each year
among those protected by the WPS

° Incidents underreported; up to 74% in studies
e Incidents suggest that day-to-day exposure
may have long-term effects

> Chronic exposure linked to cancers, neurological
disorders, and respiratory problems later in life

e Population is already disadvantaged
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Proposed Changes - Summary

Expands exemption for immediate family members on family farms
from almost all provisions - increases the number of agricultural
establishments unaffected by the proposal’s requirements (currently

over 480,000)

Better definitions of who is covered exempts unintentional groups
such as students in agricultural courses and garden club members

‘Updates to the rule based on years of stakeholder engagement
through Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee Subgroup, National
Assessment of WPS, and numerous stakeholder meetings

Revisions will provide protections for agricultural workers and

handlers comparable to those provided to workers in all other
industries under OSHA

Proposal reorganized and rule streamlined to make it easier to
understand and follow

Flexibility necessary for agriculture a key consideration of proposals
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Proposed Changes — Hazard
Communication

Current

e Post application-specific information at central display
until 30 days after REIl expires

Proposal

e Eliminate requirement to display pesticide application at
a central location to reduce burden on agriculture and
make compliance easier to achieve

e Make available upon request application-specific
information, labeling, and SDS

e Retain application-specific information, labeling, and SDS
for 2 years
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Proposed Changes - Training

Current

Pesticide safety training every 5 years

e Worker training ~30 minutes

Handler training ~45 minutes

Proposal

Pesticide training every year

Expand training content for workers and handlers to
cover avoiding take-home exposure, add ~|5 minutes

Require recordkeeping of training for 2 years

Provide worker/handler with record to bring to
subsequent employer to show that valid training has
been received
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Proposed Changes — Minimum Age

Current

e No minimum age

Proposal

e Require pesticide handlers and early entry workers
(entering during REl) to be at least 16 years old

e Exempt members of owner’s immediate family from this
requirement, as with most requirements in the WPS
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Benefits

e Estimated reduction in incidents of 50 —
60%, up to 2,800 incidents per year

e Quantifiable benefits from preventing
acute agricultural worker illnesses: $10 —
|5 million per year

20
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